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A SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 4TH EU-NIGERIA BUSINESS FORUM 

THEME: “UNLOCKING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DIVERSIFICATION” 

EKO HOTEL, LAGOS 

NOVEMBER 5TH - 6TH, 2015 

 

The EU-Nigeria Business Forum held at the Eko Hotel Convention Centre, Eko Hotel, 

Lagos, Nigeria from November 5th to 6th, 2015. The conference was tagged: 

“Unlocking Opportunities for Diversification”. 

 

 

The discussions of the conference centred around economic diversification in 

Nigeria, opportunities in agribusiness, land administration and ownership, food 

security, nutrition and the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between the 

European Union (EU) and West Africa. 

According to the main host of the conference, H.E. Ambassador Michel Arrion, Head 

of the EU Delegation to Nigeria and ECOWAS, the two-day conference had over 400 

public and private sector participants from Nigeria and Europe. 

This report provides a summary of the presentations, speeches, panel discussions 

and goodwill messages, which were delivered at the conference. 
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DAY 1 – NOVEMBER 5TH, 2015 

On the first day of the conference, the 

forum started around 9:30am, with an 

opening message by the Master of 

Ceremony, Mr. Akin Sawyerr, who 

introduced the guest speakers and 

panellists to the participants and also 

gave highlights of the details of the 

event. After the national anthem and 

welcoming of the Governor of Lagos 

State, Governor Akinwunmi Ambode, the conference kicked off with the first 

goodwill message. 

 

 

1ST GOODWILL MESSAGE BY AMBASSADOR MICHEL ARRION 

The first goodwill message was delivered 

by the Head of EU Delegation to Nigeria 

and ECOWAS, HE Ambassador Michel 

Arrion. He said that the forum was 

organised jointly by the EU Delegation 

and the 20 EU member states 

represented in Nigeria, to enable 

business leaders and policy makers 

discuss ways of improving the business 

environment of Nigeria. 

He also said that the European Union and Nigeria have developed robust economic 

relations with very large trade volumes, estimated at 40 billion Euros as at 2014. 

“Nigeria is a key beneficiary of EU Foreign Direct Investment (FDI,) with the FDI stock 

growing from 25 billion Euro in 2011 to 30 billion in 2013” he said. 

Ambassador Arrion emphasized that the overall objective of the forum was to 

deepen the understanding of the role that the Economic Partnership Agreement 

(EPA) can play in supporting the diversification of Nigeria’s economy, strengthen the 

EU-Nigeria business relations through identification of opportunities for 
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partnerships, and also to address the bottlenecks related to the effective 

development of agri-business in Nigeria. 

 

2ND GOODWILL MESSAGE BY YAROSLAV BRATKEVICH 

The second goodwill message was delivered by the representative of the Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs for the 

Republic of Poland, Mr. Yaroslav 

Bratkevich. He discussed how Poland has 

risen to become an enviable country in 

terms of her economic viability, and 

expressed hopes of Nigeria embarking on 

the same process of transformation. 

He strongly supported the EPA and 

recognised its role as an instrument for providing a transparent business 

environment between the two parties, and also an important factor which will help 

to build efficient business relations between the European Union and Africa. 

Finally, Mr. Bratkevich suggested that both parties should institute a new platform of 

dialogue that will strengthen democracy and good governance in Africa, and also 

wished the participants fruitful dialogue and good understanding of the discussions 

of the event. 

 

3RD GOODWILL MESSAGE BY MR. BASSEY AKPANYUNG 

The third goodwill message was delivered by the former Permanent Secretary, 

National Planning Commission (NPC) and 

now Permanent Secretary, Federal 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, Mr. Bassey 

Akpanyung.  

He noted that the forum has succeeded in 

getting different sectors to partner and 

explore business opportunities that 

abound within the EU and Nigeria. He also 
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said that economic diversification holds great potentials to increase Nigeria’s 

resilience and contribute to achieving long term economic growth and development 

of the country. 

In addition to this, he said that the task of diversifying Nigeria’s economy is an 

enormous one, which calls for in-depth analysis of its rudiments. 

“Good governance is a prerequisite for providing an enabling environment and also 

implementing policies for economic diversification”, he said. 

 

In a direct statement to the Governor of Lagos State, Governor Akinwunmi Ambode, 

Mr. Akpanyung advised that special attention be given to private sector development 

through driving innovations and economic activities in the under exploited sectors. 

“The development can be achieved through the boosting of entrepreneurial skills, 

provision of favourable trade policies and eliminating bureaucratic obstacles that 

are inimical to growth”. Furthermore, he said that exploitation of the country’s 

natural resources is imperative for a desirable economic diversification. 

In the same vein, he stated that the Nigerian agricultural sector has what it takes to 

expand the economy of the country, and Nigeria also holds comparative advantage 

in rice, groundnut, sorghum and cotton value chains. However, he stated that the 

country is losing about 10 billion dollars’ worth of export in agriculture annually, due 

to the absence of value addition. 

He affirmed that Nigeria might not be able to operate at par with her foreign 

counterparts due to the absence of financial inputs, poor administration and low 

technology development. “All these challenges need to be addressed”, he said. 

Mr. Akpanyung also admitted that the theme of the forum, “Unlocking Opportunities 

for Diversification”, was well constructed and the forum was a veritable platform to 

shed light on the identified issues. He also stated explicitly that the change agenda of 

President Muhammadu Buhari’s administration has embraced economic 

diversification for boosting economic growth and development, a feat which will be 

reflected in the 2016 budget. 

Furthermore, he said that there is no need for delay in joining Nigeria’s West African 

counterparts in reaching an agreement on the EPA. “There are different opportunities 

for the EU and Nigerian enterprises to explore, these opportunities must be 

adequately harnessed” he said. 
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On a final note, he said that diversification does not exist in a vacuum. Thus, the 

country needs to make room for the development of various sectors of the economy. 

“What we need now is a strong economy and political will”, he concluded. 

 

4TH GOODWILL MESSAGE BY ARCHITECT SONNY T.ECHONO 

The fourth goodwill message was 

delivered by the then Permanent 

Secretary for the Federal Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development, 

now Permanent Secretary for the 

Ministry of Communication, Architect 

Sonny Echono. 

He stated categorically that Nigeria’s 

non-oil economic diversification cannot 

be repositioned without exposing investors to various opportunities that exist in the 

country. He commended the European Union, saying that it has risen to become a 

force in the economic landscape of Nigeria. 

According to him, the present status of Nigeria as West Africa’s largest economy 

might not have been attainable without the trade and investment synergy between 

the European Union and Nigeria. 

He announced to the participants that the Nigerian government, in the last four 

years, has shifted its attention from agriculture as a development project to 

agriculture as a business. To achieve this, he said that the government has been 

exploring different agriculture value chains. 

He also said that the ministry will push to develop stronger partnership with the EU 

and also create an enabling environment, backed with adequate policies, which will 

attract investors and also ensure the growth of agriculture in Nigeria. He added that 

various plans, incentives and initiatives are underway to ensure the achievement of 

these goals. 

In conclusion, he said that there are boundless opportunities in the agricultural 

sector and further invited both local and foreign investors to utilize these 

opportunities. 
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5TH GOODWILL MESSAGE BY DR. FRANCIS ALANEME 

The fifth goodwill message was delivered by Dr. Francis Alaneme, on behalf of the 

Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment.  

He commended the organizers of the forum, and 

expressed hope that it will focus on addressing 

obstacles facing the development of agricultural 

value chains in Nigeria. In reference to the theme 

of the forum; “Unlocking Opportunities for 

Diversification”, he stated that the need for the 

diversification of the Nigerian economy has 

become more necessary than ever. 

According to him, no nation develops by selling 

raw materials or trading the imports of other 

countries alone, but by developing sectors such as the manufacturing and 

agricultural sectors and engaging in exportation. 

“I believe that the participants, especially the private sector, will use this platform to 

discuss opportunities and bottlenecks and also offer solutions to identified problems”. 

Dr. Alaneme also said that negotiations of the Economic Partnership Agreement 

(EPA) between the European Union and West African countries began in 2001, and 

has been stalled since 2011, as a result of certain issues such as the market access 

offer and the EPA development programme funding, among others. 

According to him, Nigeria is committed to a united and economically integrated 

ECOWAS. Thus, the government will support any EPA that facilitates high levels of 

investment, creates wealth and jobs, reduces poverty and also enhances 

regionalization and national development. 

He suggested that the forum should come up with concrete recommendations that 

will foster development and competiveness. He also advised the EU agribusiness 

companies interested in the Nigerian agribusiness sector to take advantage of the 

opportunities the forum will provide. 
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6TH GOODWILL MESSAGE BY MS. CECILIA MALMSTROM 

The 6th Goodwill message was delivered by the EU Commissioner for Trade, Ms. 

Cecilia Malmstrӧm. 

Ms. Malmstrӧm, who was in 

Nigeria for the first time, 

described Nigeria as Africa’s 

largest economy, and Lagos as 

Africa’s largest city and the third 

fastest growing city in the 

world. 

She noted that over the years, 

Nigeria had experienced 

tremendous growth, against the old narrative of stagnation and conflict, especially in 

terms of high commodity prices, better functioning democracies, wider political 

stability and improved economic management. 

 

Because of the hike of energy and other commodities all over the world, she stated 

that the need for the diversification of the Nigerian economy is more urgent than 

ever. In respect to this, she succinctly stated that deepened trade and investment 

ties with the European Union are one of the ways of achieving this goal. 

To further buttress this point, she advised that, for an economy that is trying to 

diversify, certain things must be taken into consideration, one of which is access to 

export markets, to encourage new companies in new sectors and also increase 

access to imports. 

“Access to imports is vital for an economy that is diversifying. Take a good look at 

the great examples of diversification and development in Asia over the last 

decades. Those countries grew as they opened up to imports- not overnight, but 

gradually”, she said. 

In addition to this, Ms. Malmstrӧm explained other advantages of access to 

importation. Some of them are: 

1. Imports are used by industrial or service companies to drive their businesses. 



9 
 

2. Access to imports help to keep costs down. For companies that are just starting 

out in new sectors, getting the best inputs at the best price is vital. 

3. Imports, like foreign investments, also transmit ideas and innovation. This is 

essential for an economy that wants to break new grounds. 

4. Imports are ways of making contact with business practices and technology that 

can help Nigerian companies fulfil their potentials. 

To crown this, she quoted Chinua Achebe, saying “whatever you are is never 

enough. You must find a way to accept something- however small- from the other 

to make you whole.” 

With regards to the EPA, she said that the negotiations between the European Union 

and West African countries are about bringing all of the above stated benefits to 

Nigeria. She further said that signing and implementing the EPA agreement will be a 

clear win for the companies, workers, consumers and the government of Nigeria. 

Furthermore, she listed the advantages that will follow the signing of the EPA by 

Nigeria: 

1. Duty-free and quota-free access to markets for exports (The EU’s single market of 

500 million people is the world’s largest). 

2. The EPA will improve the economic integration of West Africa as a region. Nigeria 

is the biggest economy in that region, but trading with her neighbours for prosperity 

and growth is still vital. 

3. The agreement will help Nigerian companies gain access to the international 

inputs and expertise that will help them grow. 

4. The EPA does not mean that local producers in sensitive sectors will have to face 

competition from abroad. For sensitive products like poultry, yoghurt, chocolate, 

cement, textiles, cars and many others, there will be no change whatsoever. All of 

these are protected by high tariffs and these will not be changed, except for products 

like machineries, which will happen very gradually. 

5. The deal will create export opportunities, make companies more competitive and 

ensure that vulnerable producers are not harmed in the process. 

6. It will support the broader project of reform of the Nigerian economy. 

7. The EPA will contribute to the solving of the challenges of physical and virtual 

development in Nigeria. 
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8. The deal also includes a programme of development cooperation funding of 6.5 

billion Euros, or about 1.4 trillion Naira, for West Africa. The funding will support 

infrastructure projects and also capacity building in the private sector and civil 

society. 

9. The fund will help companies in Nigeria meet international health, safety and 

environmental standards that are vital for access to world markets. 

10. It will also support the efforts of customs authorities to streamline their 

procedures so that border crossings will not hold back growth. 

On a final note, Ms. Malmstrӧm said that she believes that the Economic Partnership 

Agreement will offer great benefits to Nigeria. 

 

LAST GOODWILL MESSAGE BY GOVERNOR AKINWUNMI AMBODE 

The last goodwill message of the first day of the Forum was delivered by the 

Executive Governor of Lagos State, 

H.E. Governor Akinwunmi Ambode. 

He started off with the identification 

of the forum as one that will bring 

the EU and Nigerian business 

individuals/organisations and policy 

makers together, to address 

bottlenecks and also give 

alternatives for the diversification of the Nigerian economy. 

“The theme of the forum, which is ‘Unlocking Opportunities for Diversification’ will 

focus on addressing obstacles that pose threats to the development of agriculture 

and agricultural value chains in Nigeria”, he said. 

He went further by saying that the agricultural sector serves as a ready alternative 

source of revenue generation, not only to the government, but also to individuals 

and private organisations through the various agro-allied value chains. He also said 

that the EU’s relationship with Nigeria is significant, not only because Europe 

remains the top destination for Nigerian oil and non-oil exports, but because the 

region accounts for nearly one-third of Nigerian trade. 

In an effort to show demonstrate how Lagos State supports agriculture, Gov. 

Ambode said that the state government recognizes the importance of the 
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agricultural sector in wealth and job creation. “This explains why we have made 

agriculture of one our cardinal programmes and continue to build on the policies 

put in place by the previous administration to enhance rapid development in this 

sector”, he said. 

Furthermore, he said that the state has energized the agricultural land owning 

authority, to make land readily available for agricultural development. Similarly, he 

also said that the states’ Ministry of Agriculture has also developed policies on food 

security. 

“We have gone a step further to appoint a special adviser on food security. We are 

also not oblivious of the fact that the government cannot do it alone. Therefore, we 

recognise the need to complement the effort of the government with capital from 

the private sector, entrepreneurship, innovativeness and managerial efficiency”. 

“We recognise the critical role of our international partners and investors in this 

sector, and in recognition of the need to create an enhanced environment, we have 

established the office of Overseas Affairs and Investment, also called Lagos Global, 

directly under my office” he said. 

According to him, investment in whatever sector can only thrive in a place where 

both personal security and security of investments are guaranteed. In this regard, he 

stated that the state has embarked on radical measures to enhance security. This 

includes the creation of a Security Trust Fund, which is a partnership initiative with 

local business communities, to improve security in Lagos State. 

He also said that the state is reforming her justice sector, to ensure the readiness and 

ability of the judiciary to swiftly respond to business related disputes. 

On this note, he urged prospective investors to take advantage of, and invest in the 

following areas of Lagos State which are characterised by rich soil and fresh water 

swamps. They are: 

1.      Water recycling 

2.      Fishery and fish farm businesses 

3.      Rice processing mill 

4.      Human capacity development in agriculture 

5.      Agricultural equipment 

6.      Forestry 
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7.      Livestock resources 

“Lagos is open for business. It is my fervent hope that the 2015 edition of the EU-

Nigeria Business Forum will further help in promoting entrepreneurship, trade 

relations between Nigeria and Europe and an increased competitiveness for Lagos 

and Nigeria in the agro-allied global market”, he concluded. 

 

WELCOME ADDRESS OF THE 2015 EUROPEAN UNION-NIGERIA BUSINESS FORUM 

BY  

H.E. PROFESSOR YEMI OSINBAJO, VICE PRESIDENT, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 

The welcome address and opening speech for the conference was delivered by the 

representative of the Vice President, 

Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, in person of Alhaji 

Abdulkadir Musa, former acting 

Permanent Secretary of the Federal 

Ministry of Industry, Trade and 

Investment. 

He recognised the forum as a veritable 

platform through which the economic 

synergy between the European Union 

and Nigeria could be further 

strengthened for mutual benefits. According to him, the theme of the conference, 

“Unlocking Opportunities for Diversification”, was compatible with the present 

administration, which is dedicated to boosting the economic growth of Nigeria 

through further diversification of the economy. 

Prof. Osinbajo also emphasized that the EU-Nigeria partnership has a long and 

consistent history, such that both parties have agreed to take their relationship to a 

new level. “In the recent past, Nigeria was a signatory to the European Union-Africa, 

Caribbean, Pacific region agreement which came in force in the year 2000”. 

“Since then, Nigeria and the EU have agreed to take their relationship to the next 

level through commitment to regional cooperation and integration. In the last five 

years, the EU provided 19 million Euros of grants to Nigeria through the National 

Planning Commission, in order to increase the competitiveness of non-oil 

diversifications of the economy, and has remained a good partner in the 

diversification of Nigeria’s economy by financing investments and innovations”, he 

said. 
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He also noted that sub-regionally, EU-West Africa trade has surged over the decade. 

This is as a result of the fact that West Africa is now EU’s largest trading partner in 

Sub-Saharan Africa, while the EU is West Africa’s biggest trading partner, after China 

and the U.S. 

“In recent years, West Africa’s exports to the EU have increased by 280%, while the 

EU’s exports to West Africa have also increased by 185%.  A large part of West 

Africa’s exports to the EU include agricultural products and fuel, while West Africa’s 

imports from the EU consists of fuel, food products, vehicles, machineries, 

chemical/pharmaceutical products and telecommunications equipment. Thus, West 

Africa accounts for more than 38% of all trade between the EU, African, Caribbean 

and Pacific regions". 

“Over the last five years (2010-2014), the EU imports from West Africa grew by 

14.2%, while her exports to West Africa grew by 7.7% annually. By 2012, Europe 

had taken over from the United States as Nigeria’s most important export trading 

partner”, he stated. 

In addition, he noted that the new administration recognizes the trade and 

investment relations between Nigeria and the EU as important. This is because the 

relations have improved economic and technological development in Nigeria. “Thus, 

our role as the government is to provide an enabling environment for the continuity 

of these trade and investment relations”, he said. 

Furthermore, he noted that the present Nigerian administration has prioritised the 

exportation of non-oil products, in order to create jobs for millions of unemployed 

youths. He also said that the government is of the view that the Agricultural 

Transformation Agenda should be promoted in order to foster sustainable economic 

growth and development in Nigeria, and also integrate the youths into the 

agricultural system. 

With regards to the European Union import ban of some of Nigerian agricultural 

products, Prof. Osinbajo empathized with Nigerian exporters and said that the 

government is not insensitive to the challenges they are facing in this regard. 

According to him, the food items reportedly suspended in June 2015 are beans, 

sesame seeds, dried fish, melon, peanut chips and palm oil. 

He also seized the opportunity to inform all affected parties and stakeholders that 

there are now two internationally accredited laboratories in the country, managed 

by the Standard Organisation of Nigeria (SON). 
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 “We are aware of the fact that we still need to sensitise our exporters, even to the 

grass root levels. Our farmers will also be educated about the standards they are 

expected to meet, especially for exportation purposes, by collaborating with the 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development". 

“Relevant stakeholders should also ensure that commodities and products which do 

not meet international standards should not leave the shores of Nigeria. Also, 

sectors in charge of monitoring the standard of agricultural products should not 

turn a blind eye when commodities that are below standard are brought for 

exportation”. 

“They should reject such products in order to protect the integrity and reputation of 

the country. As the government, we are taking into consideration the issues raised 

by relevant stakeholders with regards to the EPA. Some of these are the facts that 

Nigeria does not have what it takes to embark on the EPA, and other lopsided 

features of the agreement”, he said. 

However, he stated that the partnership will encourage development of the 

economy, competitiveness, promotion of the agricultural sector in West Africa, 

improved opportunities for trade in goods, enhanced aid for trade and support to 

regional integration. 

He ended his keynote speech by encouraging constant dialogue at the highest levels 

between the EU and Nigeria, until a consensus is reached. “For good diversification 

to take place, there is need for peace, security, good governance and 

environmental sustainability. All of these will be considered in our policy makings”, 

he noted. 
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MODERATED PANEL DISCUSSION 

1ST SESSION – SUPPORTING NIGERIA’S DIVERSIFICATION THROUGH THE ECONOMIC 

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT (EPA) 

 

The first panel discussion of the conference was tagged; “Supporting Nigeria’s 

Diversification through the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)”. 

To shed more light on the discussion, a brief summary of the EPA was given to the 

participants, explaining that the EPA is designed to support Nigeria’s economic 

development and enhance trade with Europe, in terms of ability to attract 

investments, competitiveness and job creation. 

 

The EPA offers Nigeria and West Africa duty-free quota and free access to the 

European market, while at the same time accepting only a partial and very slow 

liberalization from West Africa.  The EPA provides immediate access to the European 

market for all products originating from West Africa (including agricultural and 

processed food), and creates the basis for the agricultural sector’s industrialisation. 

 

The session was moderated by the Non-Executive 

Director/Consultant of Crown Agents, Dr. Mark 

Abani,  and it was aimed at throwing light on the 

opportunities inherent in the EPA, and providing 

direction on how Nigeria can use it to reach her 

goals of economic and industrial development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

The panellists were: Representative of the Ministry of Industry, Trade and 

Investment, Dr. Francis Alaneme; EU Commissioner for Trade, Ms. Cecilia 

Malmstrӧm; ECOWAS Commissioner for Trade, Mr. Hamid Ahmed; Director General, 

Lagos State Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI), Mr. Muda Yusuf; Managing 

Director, Financial Derivatives Co. Nigeria Limited, Mr. Bismark Rewane and 

Managing Director, Tulip Cocoa Processing Limited, Mr. Simon Conway-Jarett. 

 

The moderator gave each of the panellists three minutes to talk to the participants. 

Below are their responses: 

Mr. Simon Conway-Jarrett: Our Company is a cocoa processing company based in 

Nigeria, and when we started, the EPA was still under review. 

As a cocoa processing company, we were able to enhance 

value addition for cocoa exports, which was also the 

philosophy of the government of the time. We were also able 

to compete with our counterparts in Ivory Coast and Ghana. 

Unfortunately, the company is now losing two to three 

million dollars annually. In order to be able to sell our 

products in the international market, remain relevant and 

competitive, we had to discount our prices. 

As a manufacturing company, we are uncertain of how well the EPA can work for us 

in Nigeria. The export expansion grant has been suspended and there is uncertainty 

as to how it will work for us. The agreement states that 25% of tariff lines in Nigeria 
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will remain the same. However, there will be a gradual reduction of duties on 75% of 

the EU’s imports over a transition period of 20 years. 

We as a company have our concerns as to whether Nigerian products will still be able 

to compete on the global market after the 20 year transition period. 

Mr. Bismark Rewane: According to the Economist Pocket Book of the UK, oil revenue 

in Nigeria is declining and there is large dependence on foreign reserves. India is the 

1st country on the list for international remittances, with 69 billion dollars a year, 

while Nigeria is 7th on the list with 21 billion a year.  

Another list is that of countries with the highest level of entrepreneurial activities, 

and it has Nigeria as number one, with 39% of her citizens engaged in 

entrepreneurial activities. For the purpose of diversification, we should be looking at 

trade, entrepreneurial activities and competitiveness. We must leave the clichés and 

stereotypes of old beliefs. Price and value will surely find its equilibrium in Nigeria 

very soon, because changes are inevitable and cannot be reversed. 

Mr. Muda Yusuf: The trade sector is an area with challenges in terms of policy 

making. It is believed that in order to develop industrialisation, we have to anchor 

industrialisation on protectionist policies. However, these policies can only be 

effective when the right structures are put in place.  We need to begin to realise that 

we are operating in a globalised economy and we face global competition. Without 

competitiveness, policies will be useless. The emphasis of everything we are 

discussing should be on promoting competitiveness, quality policies and investors’ 

confidence. In the textile sector, there have been lots of policies like banning of 

importation, raising tariffs, using intervention funds and so on, yet, no result is 

visible. It has only worked for cement and a few other industries. Therefore, the 

emphasis should be to promote competitiveness either in ECOWAS or the EU. 

Mr. Hamid Ahmed: West African citizens do not understand the EPA very well 

because only the negative aspects are being 

communicated. What is not good for you in Nigeria cannot 

be good for us in ECOWAS. We want you to fully 

understand the EPA before making decisions of whether 

to be for, or against it. The real liberalization in the 

agreement is only 18.8% because you have basic raw 

materials, equipment and other capital goods like 

fertilizers etc. These products represent 56.13% of all 

imports. We asked all countries concerned to do their 

study and we at ECOWAS did the same. We excluded 
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some products and they represent 25%- out of these, 18% are consumption goods. 

There are many agreements such as this, even between Asia and Latin America and 

trust me, we cannot have better than this. 

Ms. Cecilia Malmstrӧm: We are talking about a variety of challenges. These 

challenges include: diversification, economy and economic reforms, corruption, 

unemployment, growth and investments. The EPA will be used to open new markets, 

increase the safety and quality of products, attract investors and ensure long term 

commitment. The EPA is an important tool if it is used the right way, and Nigeria can 

play a leading role in this. We would continue discussing, but it is worthy to note that 

the clock is ticking. No country has come out of poverty without engaging in trading 

and investment. 

Mr. Francis Alaneme: Nigeria is committed to a united and committed ECOWAS 

region. The EPA is a tool that will help diversification in 

Nigeria, thus, we are prepared to go into the signing 

process. However, there are certain concerns that were 

raised in the past and we must consider them. Through 

empirical study of the impact of EPA on the economy of 

Nigeria, we came up with the implications of signing, not 

signing or delaying the signing of the EPA. 

The implication of the action or inaction of signing the 

EPA can be either positive or negative. From the angle of 

positivity, it will make ECOWAS a stable and united 

region. The negative implication is loss of jobs. It is not 

as if Nigeria is not in agreement with ECOWAS or the chief negotiators, it is just that 

the raised concerns must be taken into consideration. 

The agreement states that there will be reduced duties on 75% of the goods in 15 

years and 80% of the goods in 20 years. Playing along with this will surely have grave 

consequences. 

At this point, the moderator opened the floor for questions and answers from the 

participants. He directed a question of his own to the EU Commissioner for Trade, 

Ms. Cecilia Malmstrӧm, asking for her comment on the ban of Nigerian beans and 

other products from the EU market. 

In response to this, Ms. Malmstrӧm mentioned that the European Union has strong 

consumer protection laws and that the decision was made based on scientific 

findings. “If you want to sell in our market, you need to consider the protection of the 
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health of our citizens. The dry beans that were banned were damaging to their 

health. However, we have decided to see how we can help Nigeria raise the standards 

of her agricultural products to make sure that they are compatible with international 

standards”, she said. 

Still on the EPA, the co-coordinator of the Nigeria Agriculture Quarantine Services, 

Dr. Vincent Isegbe, suggested that the ECOWAS-EU should find out the reservations 

of Nigerians concerning the agreement and further 

deliberations should be done. “If Nigerians are saying 

that they have issues with the EPA, and the ECOWAS-

EU is saying it is good for us, then there is a problem 

somewhere. I think both parties should be mutual 

beneficiaries of the agreement”, he said. 

Another recommendation was given by the President 

of the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN), Dr 

Frank Jacobs. He said that manufacturers are directly 

affected by the EPA and that the EPA is already having 

a negative impact on the Caribbean. “If the EU is ready for a win-win situation, then 

they should come and invest in core industries in Nigeria”, he said.  In response to this 

comment, Managing Director of Financial Derivatives Co. Nigeria Limited, Mr. 

Bismark Rewane said that the world is moving in the same direction and that the 

philosophy of investment is simple. “The first sets of investors are the indigenes of a 

country and even they expect returns on their investments. Investment is voluntary, if 

it won’t be profitable, why should one go into it?” he said. 

 

The Director General of ‘No Agric, No Deal’, Mrs. Halima noted that information does 

not reach women farmers in the grassroots and asked if there was any programme 

put in place to that effect. 

The British High Commissioner, Mr. Paul Arkwright stated that it is important to send 

the right kinds of signals that will give confidence to investors. “We have all heard 

about globalization and the requirements for investors. All these things should be 

taken into consideration”, he said.  As regards the EPA, he said that the longer it 

takes, the less confident investors will become. Thus, a decision should be made as 

soon as possible. 
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Still talking about the EPA, the General Secretary of the Federation of Agricultural 

Commodity Association of Nigeria (FACAN), Alhaji Akin Gbadamosi spoke against the 

signing of the EPA.  He said that; “In Nigeria, we are 

not manufacturing anything. This is because we 

import almost everything (90% of tomatoes). Thus, 

signing of the EPA will result to the closure of all our 

industries. The European Union should instead come 

and develop the abundant lands we have in 

Nigeria”. In response to this, Mr. Hamid Ahmed said 

that the ECOWAS has tried to reach a consensus 

between the 16 member countries. 

He also said that West Africa has excluded some 

products which are considered most sensitive. For these products, import duties will 

not be reduced. They are meat, fish products, dairy products, rice, tobacco, fruits, 

vegetable oil, sugar, water, beverages, alcohol/non-alcoholic drinks, pharmaceutical 

products, soap, detergents, cosmetic products, batteries, bags, suitcases, paper 

products, hand tools and domestic appliances. According to him, the European Union 

is not in Nigeria for basic products. They can only compete with equipment, 

transport and high technology. 

Also in response to this, Francis Alaneme said that the reimbursement on fiscal loss 

should be addressed, a clear-cut programme to promote competitiveness in Nigeria 

should be developed by the EU, safeguard measures should be explicitly stated and a 

review of the agreement every 5yrs should be guaranteed. 

Mr Babatunde Abiodun Adedeji, Executive Director of the consumers association 

CEON (Consumers Empowerment Organisation) noted that the EPA debate should 

take into account the interest of consumers who, due to protectionism and lack of 

competition, suffer from low quality and expensive products 

In conclusion of the first panel discussion, the moderator stated that when the EPA is 

being discussed, it should be noted that it’s not all about the manufacturers and 

investors alone but also the consumers. 
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2nd SESSION – UNLOCKING THE OPPORTUNITIES IN AGRIBUSINESS 

For this session, the brief reads: “The Nigerian agricultural sector, over the last four 

years, has witnessed a significant change in orientation from agriculture being 

viewed as a development project to a business. Emphasis has been laid on the 

development of the agricultural value chain, with the private sector taking the lead 

and the government creating an enabling environment. The development of this 

sector can reduce the product wastage experienced year-on-year and contribute to 

wealth and job creation. Fully unlocking the potentials in agribusiness requires a 

value chain approach beginning from the farmers to the consumer. This requires 

proper organisation and training of farmers on international best practices, ensuring 

the right regulations are compiled with and standards are met. Development of an 

effective local distribution channel, proper packaging and labelling are also critical for 

marketability and consumer health. Accessing the EU market in particular requires a 

high level of compliance to the regulations and standards to ensure food safety and 

protection of consumer health."  

 

The session was moderated by the Chairman of L&Z Farms, Mr. 

Keith Richards, and was focused at looking at the obstacles that 

are facing the development of the agribusiness sector, which 

are related to standardization and meeting the regulatory 

requirements for local, regional and international markets, 

packaging and local distribution. 
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The panellists were: Head of Unit, ACP and Development Issues, European 

Commission, DG Agriculture & Rural Development, Mr. Francis Fay; Group Vice-

President, Dangote Group & Chairman of NABG, Alhaji Sani Dangote; Sales Director, 

Bosch West Africa, Mr. Francis Omoniyi; CEO, Teragro Commodities Limited, Ms. 

Dupe Olusola; and the CEO of X-Ray Farms, Mr. Afioluwa Mogaji (African Farmer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION BY ARCHITECT SONNY T. ECHONO 

Before the panel session, a presentation which was tagged: “Agribusiness in Nigeria - 

Challenges and Opportunities”, was given by the then Permanent Secretary of the 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, now Permanent Secretary, 

Federal Ministry of Communication, Arc. Sonny T. Echono. 

He stated that Nigeria’s agricultural sector has been 

identified as critical to diversifying the economy 

away from dependence on crude oil. According to 

him, agriculture continues to account for a 

significant portion of the economic activity of the 

country. “22% of Nigeria’s GDP is realised through 

the agriculture sector, oil (14%), manufacturing 

sector (6.6%), while 75% of the non-oil exports 

comes from the agricultural sector” he said. 

On various investment opportunities in the country, he listed the following; 

1. Growing domestic consumer market, which will provide a huge opportunity for 

agribusiness investors. 
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2. Irrigation. 

3. The diversity of the Nigerian diet, which will provide opportunities for investments 

in primary production, supply chain and logistics, food processing and packaging. 

4. Existing opportunities to fix agricultural commodity value chains and drive global 

competitiveness. 

Also, he noted that Nigeria is poised to compete globally by turning from 

comparative into competitive advantage. “Nigeria is number one in Africa in 

production of pineapples, cassava, tomatoes and citrus fruits, yet, Nigeria still 

expends approximately 4 billon dollars annually importing food”, he said. 

 

POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR OF NIGERIA 

Arc. Echono listed the developments in the Nigerian Agricultural Sector as follows: 

1. The Federal Government is enabling policies, new institutions and also financing 

innovations to attract private sector agribusiness investments. 

2.  Increased production of major staples. 

3. Deregulation of input market under the Growth Enhancement Support (GES) 

scheme has increased private sector investments in input markets. 

4.  14 million farmers have benefited from subsidized farm inputs under the GES. 

5.  Nigerian commercial banks have supported the GES. 

6.  NIRSAL Plc has transformed agricultural lending. 

7.  The GES programme has increased farmers’ ownership of mobile phones. 

8. Agricultural mechanization has been boosted with 250 million naira funding from 

the Federal Government. 

9. Five Billion dollars of investment commitment has been generated for the fertilizer 

sector. 

10.  Strategic grain reserves. 

11.  Innovative Agribusiness Investment Fund. 

12. Major financial institutions are backing Nigeria’s drive towards value added 

staple food processing and agricultural industrialisation. 



24 
 

13.  Resolving the issue of infrastructure using the concept of Staple Crop Processing 

Zones. 

14.  Remarkable partner support for implementation of Nigeria’s SCPZ/ABIR. 

In response to the question of the continuation of previous policies raised by the 

moderator, Mr. Echono said that not much change is happening in terms of policies. 

“The only change is the execution of those policies and how best to meet demand”, 

he responded. 

In conclusion, he said that the Federal Government is promoting the establishment 

of ranches to prevent future occurrences of the Fulani-Bororo crises, and is also 

planning to engage 30,000 youths in an empowerment scheme.  These youths will be 

trained to become agropreneurs and workers in the agro industry. 

 

PRESENTATION BY MR. ALAIN REOCREUX 

The second presentation tagged “The Ingredients for a 

Competitive Agro-Business Sector” was taken by the 

President of the Animal Branch ADEPTA, Mr. Alain Reocreux. 

While speaking on agriculture and animal farming in France, 

he said that agriculture was promoted to create jobs in 

villages and also create employment near different homes. 

For a successful agro-business sector, he said that the 

government in France got involved in the agricultural sector 

by: 

1.  Avoiding mistakes made in Western countries. 

2. Avoiding the testing of what has been proven in the past. Research was used to 

move forward. 

3. Ensuring that specific branded products in specific geographical areas were made 

with specific local traditional techniques. 

4.  Protecting farmer’s buying power in poor land areas. 

5.  Reducing wastage. 

6.  Processing milk into butter, cheese, yoghurt and ice cream. 

7.  Using milk to feed calves. 
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8.  Practical training of farmers. 

9. Starting with what has been in existence and implementing simple basic know-

how that non-educated people can manage. 

He also gave suggestions for a successful agro-business sector, with references to the 

practices in France and Europe. They are: 

1. Producing basic needs locally, instead of transporting goods from a long distance, 

especially in environments with bad road systems and absence of energy and cold 

chains. 

2. Promoting local production of goods to reduce cost. 

3. Availability of new technologies which are easy to implement by non-skilled 

people. 

4. Development of an effective distribution channel, i.e. production, collection, 

processing, warehousing, distribution and consumers. 

5.  Synergetic effect between small scale and industrial farming. 
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PANEL DISCUSSION 

The moderator at this point gave the panellists five minutes each to pass their 

comments on the topic. 

Alhaji Sani Dangote: This session is all about unlocking the potentials in agribusiness 

for diversification. It is not a big deal and if 

we believe it, then we can do it in our own 

home. Agriculture in Nigeria and Africa 

provides so many opportunities for the 

youths, women and different categories of 

the population to grow and invest. We now 

have youth and women empowerment 

programmes and also the Staple Crop 

Processing Zones. 

In a bid to promote the agro-business sector as participants, we have set up the 

largest tomato farm in Kano State with almost 24,000 hectares, palm oil and 

pineapple plantations in Cross River State and rice and cotton plantations in Kebbi 

State. 

Another problem we have is that there are so many associations in Nigeria but there 

is no uniformity. Basically, we have over 1001 associations in Nigeria, but to what 

effect? They all discuss and deliberate in their own circles. There should be one single 

body that will incorporate all the associations, because it is necessary that we talk 

and deliberate as one. There will continue to be different challenges until we come 

out under one umbrella. 

Banks rarely fund agricultural projects because they are scared of it and see it as 

something alien. If we have all associations in Nigeria under one body, then all these 

issues can be discussed and thrashed. Also, cooperatives should be encouraged. In 

Kano for example, we have 39 cooperatives with over 4,000 famers. We told the 

government to train them through extension services. 

In terms of giving aid to farmers, we can do that, but for how long? My belief is; do 

not give farmers subsidies, neither should anything be given to them for free. All a 

farmer needs is the value of what he produces. Give him the financing that suits his 

activity, provide capacity to produce at cheaper prices and mechanization that can 

be easily accessed at affordable rates. 
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If we allow things to remain the way they are, we will not move forward. If the 

government gives subsidies and the cost of production keeps increasing in a gradual 

manner, how will the farmer cope? 

Exportation is good, but even the demands of Nigerians are overwhelming enough. 

We have over 170 million people in Nigeria; how do we feed them? Subsistence 

farming alone cannot solve this problem; we need to look at added value. These 

things are practical things that can be done with visible results in just 3 months. We 

are tired of talking about the same thing over and over again in seminars. 

I suggest that the European Union and Nigerian stakeholders meet sometimes next 

week to discuss all of these things again, so that we can finally have a consensus. 

Ms. Dupe Olusola: Farming is important but we also need agro-processing. We 

recognise the opportunities that exist in agribusiness but there are different 

challenges. Therefore, I agree with Alhaji Sani Dangote that the one umbrella body is 

critical at this point. As an agro processing company, we produce orange, mango and 

pineapple juice concentrates and we are located in Benue State, Nigeria. Some of the 

challenges we face are: 

1. Working with small holder farmers. We spend a lot of time educating them and 

investing in capacity building because we are supplying to international organisations 

that have clear specifications of what they want. Thus, we have to work with these 

farmers in this regard. 

2.  We also have to invest in research, technology and backward integration. 

3. Another challenge we face is infrastructure and an enabling facilities such as 

electricity, road networks, transportation and logistics. The government has a role to 

play so as to enable us to compete globally within reasonable prices. 

4.  Access to finance. 

Mr. Afioluwa Mogaji: Any agro-business that is 

not focusing on rural development will not work. 

Back in the days, when agriculture was working 

in Nigeria, the focus was on rural farmers and it 

was all about leverage. Dangote Group has 

focused a lot on rural development and this is a 

very laudable achievement. 
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However, more strategy and focus should be on the women because they perform 

and deliver better than the men in the field. Also, we have to be more patriotic and 

begin to look at the comparative advantages of agriculture in Nigeria. Nigeria is the 

largest producer of cassava, yet, we are not contributing so much on the 

international scene. There are industries we need to look into leveraging and there 

should be more research on the Dangote Model.  The youths should also be trained 

and integrated into the system. 

Mr. Francis Fay: There is a need for partnership with farmers. Agriculture has 

substantially changed and a new paradigm is emerging. There are various elements 

to look at. They are: 

1. Value chain production. 

2. Inclusive models that boost farming, especially for women. When women have 

money, the whole family has money. 

3. Focus on vocational training should be emphasized on the need of training for 

farmers. 

4. Farmers must get organised in order to increase bargaining power. 

Mr. Francis Omoniyi: Bosch is a technologically driven company which started in 

December 2014. In Nigeria, about 40% of 

agricultural products go to waste. We at 

Bosch provide required technology to 

process and package these agricultural 

products. We also support our customers 

with project management, training, 

maintenance, spare parts procurement, 

purchase and delivery. 

We have discovered that the way we package our products in Nigeria is below even 

local standard. Consumers are migrating from shops and are now going to Shoprite, 

Mr Rite etc. How many of our locally produced products can compete on these 

shelves? As Bosch, we are here to support our farmers and investors in what is 

known as the Agricultural Revolution. We are currently partnering with Ogun and 

Lagos States to see how best we can transform cassava and rice. 
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At this point, the moderator opened the floor for questions from the participants. 

The first question came from the Director 

General of No Agric No deal, Ms. Halima 

Njobi. She requested from Mr. Francis 

Omoniyi, how they can take advantage of 

the opportunities and services Bosch is 

providing. He answered that Bosch is ready 

to partner with the women farmers and 

also assist them with the packaging of their 

products. 

A suggestion was made by a participant, Engr. Henry Olatunji. He stated that there 

should be no more invention and theories because whatever can work in the EU will 

work in Nigeria. According to him, there are over 21 research institutes in Nigeria and 

most of them are agriculture-based but not working. His questions were directed to 

the European Union. They went thus: 

1. How do you provide finance for your farmers? 

2. How can you help the Nigerian government make effective policies? 

3.  How can you help the Nigerian government unlock lands for the effective use 

of farmers? 

4. How do you ensure that what is being discussed here gets to the rural 

community? 

Another comment came from another participant; Dr. Simon Abasi. She also stressed 

the fact that farmers should be organised, especially women farmers. 
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DAY 2 – NOVEMBER 6TH, 2015 

The second day of the Business Forum started at exactly 9:18am, with a welcome 

address by the Master of Ceremony, Mr. Akin Sawyerr. After a highlight to the 

sessions for the day, he called on the Head of Cooperation, EU Delegation,  Mr. Brian 

O’Neill to give a wrap up of the previous day’s event and an introduction of the Day 

Two sessions. 

 

3rd PANEL SESSION – AGRICULTURE IN NIGERIA: LAND ADMINISTRATION AND 

OWNWERSHIP 

A written summary of the topic was also given to the participants. It reads: 

"According to Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), Nigeria has 72 million 

hectares of arable land. The portion of this land under cultivation remains 

significantly low. Access to land for commercial agriculture is required in unlocking 

capital for farmers and investors. Proper land registration systems and security of the 

title deed need to be in place for the full potential of the agricultural sector to be 

realised. Towards addressing this issue, the Federal Government initiated the land 

reform agenda to enable farmers turn their land holdings into economic capital. This 

reform was developed, but not without challenges which have hindered its 

operationalization within certain parts of the country, such as clarity of authority 

over land leading to the real issue of concern, in the dualism around the parallel 

existence of statutory and customary land tenure systems in Nigeria." 

 

The session was moderated by the CEO of National 

Competitiveness Council of Nigeria (NCCN), Mr. 

Chika Mordi, and sought to provide clarity 

regarding the procedure for obtaining land for 

commercial agriculture, ensuring security of the 

title deed and accessing local financing.  
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The panelists were: the Commissioner for Agriculture and Forestry in Kaduna State, 

Dr. Manzo Daniel Maigari, representing the Governor of Kaduna State, H.E. Mallam 

Nasir El Rufai, Managing Director of FrieslandCampina WAMCO Plc, Mr. Rahul 

Colaco; Team Leader, Land, Growth & Employment in States (GEMS 3) Project, Mr. 

Andrew Smith and Managing Director, Presco Nigeria Plc, Mr. Felix Onwuchekwa 

Nwabuko. 

Before the third panel session, there was a keynote address by Dr. Manzo Daniel 

Maigari tagged; “Land Reforms for Agricultural Development”. 

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY DR. MANZO DANIEL MAIGARI 

The Keynote Address was taken by the Dr. Manzo Daniel Maigari, who was there to 

represent the Governor of Kaduna State, H.E. Mallam Nasir El Rufai. 

He started his speech with the need to 

reform land administration in Nigeria, in 

order for its citizens to be free from the 

shackles of poverty. “We have started 

learning how to stop depending on oil. We 

have lots of arable lands and people who 

are rich in agriculture in this country. With 

these, there is hope for good economic 

diversification” he said. According to him, multiple rules govern land tenure system 

in many parts of Nigeria. An example of such law is the Land Use Decree which has 
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been contested over time because of the inability of necessary institutions to enforce 

it.  

He also said that agriculture’s contribution to the economy has risen but is still 

nowhere close to expectations. He added that most farmers in northern Nigeria are 

smallholder farmers that need to be assisted to transform their lands with valid titles 

through the formal land tenure system. “Land value reflects its relative scarcity and 

this has been a source of conflict in some communities in Kaduna State. Thus, land 

reform is crucial so that those interested in farming can have access to lands,” he 

stated. 

Also, with regards to the accessibility of lands in Kaduna State, Dr. Maigari said that 

the State Government is ready to remove all ambiguities that surround land, 

empower people with valid titles and also raise their economic prospects. To this 

end, the Kaduna State Government has commenced a process called the Kaduna 

State Geographic Information Service (KSGIS) that will manage the state’s geographic 

information system. According to him, the system will capture all lands and find out 

whether they can be used for agriculture, forestry, fishery or other agriculture 

related purposes. 

In conclusion, he stated that investors who need land for commercial, industrial or 

agricultural purposes should approach the government for assistance. “We have 

restructured the land ministry into a department in the governor’s office to foster 

clarity and also reinforce land acquisition,” he said. 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

Managing Director/CEO of Presco Nigeria Plc, Mr. Felix 

Nwabuko opened the session with an emphasis on the need 

for availability of land for interested users. He went further 

by saying that Presco Nigeria Plc is into oil palm plantation, 

development and refining and operates in Delta, Rivers, Edo 

and Cross-Rivers States. For each of these locations, a 

minimum of 10,000 hectares of land is required. 

He commended the efforts of the government in stepping 

up its drive to ensure that agriculture is brought back to the 

forefront of things in Nigeria. However, he stated that 

without land, there can be no agriculture. He also listed 

three primary issues that accompany land acquisition in Nigeria as: 
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1.      Availability 

2.      Access 

3.      Ownership and possession 

In a bid to explain these points, he stated that Nigeria is not short of land, but the 

real issue is the issue of bureaucracy in terms of access and ownership. “The Land 

Use Act has a series of bottlenecks that do not make access to land easy. Also, the 

rigour of obtaining the certificate of occupancy, high cost of transaction and 

insecurity of the certificate of occupancy are challenges we face in this industry,” he 

said.  

He noted that the Land Use Act permits the government to revoke certificates of 

occupancy under the guise of public interest. He also said that the State 

Governments use land as a means of imposing huge charges per hectare of land 

used. “This will prevent companies from pushing forward in agricultural 

development. Thus, we are not as secured as we think we are,” he said. However, the 

Land Reform Committee set up by President Muhammadu Buhari is a good sign, he 

concluded. 

 

Team Leader for GEMS 3, Andrew Smith emphasized the importance of 

diversification from sorghum and maize to crops like rice in 

the northern part of the country. He also said that the world 

is ready to do business with Nigeria and vice versa but that 

land administration is still a huge problem. 

He revealed that with the GEMS 3 project, Kogi and Jigawa 

states have started looking for new mechanisms for land 

acquisition, and he also admonished investors to always 

come in with a sense of Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR). “If everyone is working in harmony and there is 

communal agreement, all these issues will soon be 

forgotten,” he said. 
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Mr. Rahul Colaco spoke about FrieslandCampina’s experience with dairy farming and 

land acquisition in Nigeria. He said that the 

company does not acquire that much land but 

works closely with farmers to help them do that. 

He listed five things that can be done to improve 

dairy farming as: 

1. Allocation of land for dairy farming and palm oil 

plantation. 

2. Micro-finance institutes and banks to provide loans to this sector. 

3. Independent and local research 

4. Alternative models of feeding 

5. Grazing reserves 

He concluded by saying that technology can be used to address some of the land 

administration issues that exist in Nigeria. “In Nigeria, digitization has aided the 

revenue collection system. This also is a laudable development,” he said. 

The moderator raised the issue of difficulty in getting lands in the northern parts of 

Nigeria. In response to this, Dr. Daniel Maigari said that the new administration in 

Kaduna State came in to review all issues concerning land administration and 

ownership. He noted that the key issues to be considered are: equitable distribution 

of land especially for forestry, urbanization and industrialisation of agriculture. 

“We have brought in alternatives to the use of fire woods and are doing other things 

to ensure transparency of land tenure by the government. We are also looking at 

incorporating the GEMS 3 model in Jigawa State. Anyone who needs land in Kaduna 

State now can get their titles in a matter of days, if not hours,” he said. 

The moderator also directed the question of access to finance from banks to Mr. 

Felix Nwabuko. In response to this, he said that banks look at bankable projects in a 

different way entirely. “Banks will not be confident in financing projects with 

unsecured land titles. There is still hope, because the Agriculture Guarantee Scheme 

was effective at a time. It can still be effective because banking is all about trust and 

confidence,” he said. 

The session was wrapped up with a question and answer forum, which still focused 

on the challenges faced by individuals and organisations in their attempt to acquire 

land. 
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4th PANEL SESSION-OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL PRODUCTION OF HIGH ENERGY 

NUTRITOUS FOODS 

The written summary for this session goes thus: "The World Bank study on “The 

economic cost of malnutrition” shows that malnutrition can knock several 

percentage points off GDP figures. Over 11 million children are at risk of malnutrition 

in Nigeria (official Federal Ministry of Agriculture figures) with over 1.5 million 

children at risk of severe acute malnutrition (UNICEF figures). Over half of child 

mortality in Nigeria is caused by malnutrition or related causes.  A Public Private 

Partnership (PPP) is needed to respond to this challenge. The EU will allocate nearly 

50% of its cooperation budget for Nigeria to a multi-sector strategy to work with 

government and partners to strengthen Nigeria’s Primary Health Care system 

capacity to identify and treat malnutrition, to expand the consumption of high-

nutrition foods and to help put in place a social safety net mechanism to catch the 

most vulnerable before they fall into crises. The wide spread availability of locally 

produced high nutrition value products will be essential to this strategy." 

 

The session was moderated by the Head of 

Cooperation of the EU Delegation, Mr. Brian O’Neill, 

and sought to highlight the PPP opportunities for 

the local production of Ready to Use Therapeutic 

Foods (RUTF), Ready to Use Supplementary Foods 

(RUSF) and fortification of food within the country. 

 

 

 

The panellists were: UNICEF Nigeria Representative, Ms. Jean Gough; Group Vice-

President, Dangote Group, Alhaji Sani Dangote; Representative of Olam Nigeria 

Limited, Ms. Jennifer Abuah; Deputy Group Managing Director, TGI Group, Mr. 

Christian Wessels; Managing Director, FrieslandCampina WAMCO Plc, Mr. Rahul 

Colaco and Managing Director/CEO, Nestle Nigeria Plc, Mr. Dharnesh Gordhon. 
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Before the panel session, there was a keynote presentation by the Founder & 

Executive Director of Valid International Limited & Valid Nutrition, Dr. Steve Collins. 

 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION BY DR. STEVE COLLINS 

He started by saying that nutrition is 

the greatest victim of poverty in 

developing countries and that anyone 

who is interested in positive 

development should be interested in 

nutrition. He listed the types of 

childhood malnutrition as stunted 

(chronic), normal and wasted (acute) 

malnutrition. For acute malnutrition, he 

said that there is a case of about 4 million affected children in Nigeria and about 11 

million affected children for chronic malnutrition. 

Dr. Steve Collins also introduced the Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF). He 

described the RUTF as a highly nutritious, non-perishable food that is effective for 

treating malnutrition. 

He said that a stronger agriculture, crop diversity and improved food manufacturing 

will result to better nutrition and future productivity in Nigeria. As part of the causes 

of malnutrition in Nigeria, he stated that the poor cannot afford to buy nutritious 
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diets and that they do not even recognise nutritionally enriched food.  He also 

proposed some solutions and they are: 

1.      Appeal and affordability 

2.      Nutritional effectiveness 

3.      Commercial viability 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

UNICEF Nigeria Representative, Ms. Jean Gough stated 

that Nigeria has both human and financial resources and 

they should all be channelled towards saving lives. She 

emphasized the need for breastfeeding babies for at 

least up to 6 months, and also the need for the 

production of quality food. She suggested that these 

products be focused on big markets at a minimal cost, 

such that the farmers and exporters will still get their 

returns. 

 

Alhaji Sani Dangote recognized the importance of the RUTF and said that Dangote 

Groups will be having a lengthy discussion with UNICEF and other bodies the 

following week in order to start producing something like that in Nigeria. 

Managing Director for FrieslandCampina Plc, Mr. Rahul Colaco emphasized the need 

for the direction of focus to the wrong type of nutrition and not only lack of 

nutritious food. 

In reference to the statement of lack of nutritious food 

in Nigeria, made by Dr. Steve Collins, there was a 

disagreement by the Managing Director of Nestle 

Nigeria Plc, Mr. Dharnesh Gordhon who stated that 

there are actually nutritious foods in Nigeria, using his 

company’s Golden Morn as an example. Dr. Steve 

Collins reaffirmed that the affordability of nutritious 

food is low in Nigeria, saying that is the bone of 

contention. 
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In response to the question of Nigeria’s position on the EPA and the fear of 

competitiveness by a participant, Alhaji Sani Dangote responded by saying; “As a 

company, our position with the EPA is that we have nothing to worry about it. We 

have discovered that companies who are against it are looking inwards instead of 

thinking out of the box and devising ways of expanding. To us, the EPA gives us the 

capacity to look outwards and we believe that Nigerians will benefit from it". 

“The EU and Nigeria should sit down as soon as possible to highlight and discuss the 

issues and possible solutions,” he said. 

The moderator, Brian O’Neill also said that there is a lot of misinformation about the 

EPA and that private and public sectors, as well as the academia, should meet to 

deliberate further on the agreement. Some of the other suggestions and comments 

that were given by the participants and Alhaji Sani Dangote were: 

1.  The need for health and nutrition education at the grassroots levels to prevent 

the mortality of children. 

2.  The private sector should support advocacy for nutritious food. 

3. The need for farmers to practice zero waste agriculture by using waste for 

composition and organic production, instead of depending on fertilizers and 

chemicals. 

4. Looking for alternatives to pesticides. 

5. The need for the alignment of the private sector. 

The 4th EU-Nigeria Business Forum ended with a closing remark by the Head of EU 

Delegation, Ambassador Michel Arrion, who expressed his gratitude to the 

participants. He reiterated the fact that the EU has no offensive agenda in West 

Africa. “We want to invest in Africa, not erode the market with our products. We also 

want to contribute to the industrialisation of Nigeria without tampering with existing 

industrial policies,” he said. 

As regards the EPA and competitiveness, he also said that it is quality that makes 

competitiveness and advised that while discussing the agreement, attention should 

not be shifted from the consumers, because it is all about them. 

Finally, he stated that agriculture is the sector for the diversification of Nigeria’s 

economy. The conference ended at exactly 10 minutes past 1, after his dismissal of 

the participants. 
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